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ESCUELA NUEVA LEARNING CIRCLES

Impact Achieved

Studies have proven that the learning processes, teaching materials, and strategies of the Escuela Nueva Learning Circles are effective and therefore provide evidence for program expansion.

1. A multi-year UNESCO study compared children in learning circles versus a control group of 3rd and 5th graders in conventional schools. One-year results for language and math showed: 
· A greater rate of improvement in Learning Circles (36.1% language, 30.4% mathematics).

· Absolute out-performance of Learning Circle children over 5th graders in conventional schools with Learning Circle children scoring 17.3 and 13.9 points above national average (achievement level:  83.6% mathematics; 69.7% language).
  
2. The Catholic University of Chile found an 18.5% improvement in self-esteem for children in learning circles. (May 2004: 76% normal, 24% low; Nov 2004: 94.5% normal, 5.5% low).
 
3. Observations by assessors corroborate that children feel more secure, confident and better able to learn within the effective environment of the learning circles; “they learn to dialogue, solve conflicts peacefully, cooperate and respect one another, become responsible and develop a feeling of belonging.” 

4. After the two years pilot study, 54% of children from the learning circles transitioned successfully into the Mother Schools.

The model was expanded from a test base of 210 children in 19 learning circles.  Additional funding from the Norwegian Council for Refugees added 10 new learning circles in Soacha and extended them to two new areas: Santa Marta (12) and Pasto (10).  By the end of 2005 there were 50 circles serving 600 children. At the present, we are expanding the program to serve 700 more children.
Broader impact: The Foundation had two related aims when they introduced learning circles: to address excluded children and to introduce the Escuela Nueva methodology in traditional schools. The Learning Circle strategy linked the two, so the results achieved stimulated the expansion of the two in parallel.  

Positive results persuaded the authorities to expand the traditional Escuela Nueva model within the mainstream and 4,600 children and their 22 teachers in the Mother Schools have switched from conventional learning models to Escuela Nueva schools. 

Sustainability: The Ministry of Education is committed to the expansion of learning circles to other cities with migrant and displaced populations. This has attracted further international support and eight new project-partners have yielded an additional USD $767,000 in 2003-05. 
      

Spontaneous outcomes: As a result of a local radio station developing a weekly program with the children of the learning circle, and university students studying media and communications helping to teach the children how to be effective communicators,  the children have become vocal advocates of the learning circles program when discussing local events, issues and social values. 

The program’s statistics do not begin to address these remarkable results. Children in the learning circles had to learn to trust, believe in themselves, be willing to work together and overcome trauma and social disaffection before they could begin to learn from the materials placed before them. The local support and initiatives led by the Foundation, especially the mentoring provided by the trained tutors, were catalysts for social transformation in the learning circle children.  

� The UNESCO/OREALC (Latin America and Caribbean Office) based their test on the “The First International Study on Lanugage and Math for Third and Fourth Graders” developed in 1997 by the Latin American Laboratory on Education Quality  and Evaluation (Laboratorio Latinoamericano de Evaluación de la Calidad de la Ecuación).  


� Fundación Escuela Nueva Volvamos a la Gente. Resultados de las pruebas académicas y sociométricas. Análisis comparativo a partir de la sistematización de los datos de las pruebas. Febrero de 2005, Bogotá.


�  Fundación Escuela Nueva Volvamos a la Gente. Resultados de las pruebas académicas y sociométricas. Análisis comparativo a partir de la sistematización de los datos de las pruebas TAE-Alumno. Febrero de 2005, Bogotá


� Fundaction Escuela Nueva Volvamos a la Gente. Proyecto Modelo Articulado Escuela Nueva – Circulos de Aprendizaje. Una oportunidad para ninos y ninas excluidos del sistema escolar. Sistemitizacion de la experience Fase 1. Informe Tecnico. Febrero de 2005.


� TOTAL: 8 PROJECTS 2003 to 2005 $Col 1.687.939.484 ($US 767,245 at $Col 2200 : $US1 exchange)


Proyecto: Adaptación de escuela Nueva para la Integración escolar de niños y niñas desplazados Fase I financiado por USAID con apoyo técnico OIM Pesos Col$  745.302.426 


Proyecto Adaptación de Escuela Nueva para la Integración escolar de niños y niñas desplazados Fase II financiado por MEN -  OIM Pesos Col$  300.176.426, más aporte FENVG $63.941.312


Proyecto Adaptación de escuela Nueva para la Integración escolar de niños y niñas desplazados Fase III financiado por FENVG/ IPIS  (dos meses mientras transferencia $ 68.256.000


Proyecto expansión de Escuela Nueva en las Instituciones educativas de altos de Cazuca y zona rural de Soacha”  (Escuelas Madre)  financiado por la Secretaria de Ecuación Municipal col $ 266.636.000


Proyecto: Expansión del Modelo Escuela Nueva – Círculos De Aprendizaje para Hij@S de Población Desplazada -  2005 -2006  Soacha financiado por el Consejo Noruego para Refugiados  $149,400.000


Proyecto Consultorías de transferencia de la experiencia de los Círculos Educativos Basados en la Escuela Nueva y fortalecimiento de la capacidad local, Pasto. financiado por el Consejo Noruego para Refugiados  $19.254,960


Proyecto Consultorías de transferencia de la experiencia de los Círculos Educativos Basados en la Escuela Nueva y fortalecimiento de la capacidad local , Santa Marta, financiado por el Consejo Noruego para Refugiados  $19,372,360


Proyecto Donación Rotaria para los círculos de aprendizaje de Altos de Cazucá $ 56.000.000









